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Prairie Village, KS Kansas City, MO

While you wait for the concert to begin, or during intermission,
please use this QR code to take a short survey so we can
better understand who is in the audience today.

Thank you for your time!

All are invited to join us for a complimentary reception following each
performance as we celebrate Te Deum'’s seventeenth season.
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A Note from the Artistic Director

Harmony of Connections invites us to listen for what holds us together—our place
in the world, our bonds with one another, and the enduring mysteries that live
beyond us. At a time when noise and distraction often draw us apart, this con-
cert offers a quieter call: to tune our ears and hearts to the music of belonging,
compassion, and wonder.

The first portion of the program explores our connection to the Earth. Mere-
dith Monk’s Earth Seen from Above, though wordless, evokes spaciousness, breath,
and awe through her signature vocal textures—Ilike listening to the turning of the
planet itself. Forrest Pierce’s The Old Ground sets a poem of spiritual ecology:
the earth reaching up, alive with possibility, rooted in darkness and hope. In
Shenandoah, James Erb gives voice to longing—for land, for love, for home—
through one of America’s most beloved folk melodies, arranged with lush simplic-

ity.

We then turn toward connection to one another, beginning with Pierce’s The
Darkness Around Us, which sets a poem by William Stafford as both warning and
plea. In a fractured world, it reminds us that small betrayals of attention and em-
pathy have real consequences, and that the voice of conscience is always worth
listening for. Samuel Barber’s Reincarnations, a cornerstone of American choral
literature, offers three portraits of human connection: the radiant admiration of
Mary Hynes, the communal grief of Anthony O’Daly, and the tender intimacy of The
Coolin. Barber’s music renders each text with emotional honesty and finely drawn
lyricism.

The final portion of the concert broadens into connection to the shared human
experience through faith, courage, and surrender. Pierce’s The Bell and the Black-
bird offers a gentle invitation: wake to your life or move toward what waits beyond
it. Either choice asks everything of us. Anthony Maglione’s A Good Tree, composed
for this concert, gathers together ancient wisdom—from Scripture, from Augus-
tine, from Tagore—into a musical meditation on growth, fruitfulness, and the
divine imprint on every human life. The work invites us to examine what kind of
tree we are, and whether we are becoming more rooted, more generous, more true.

Finally, Randall Thompson’s Alleluia, composed in 1940 at the dawn of World War
11, closes the concert with a single word. Commissioned as a fanfare, Thompson
instead gave the world a lament-turned-prayer: hushed, reverent, and radiant. His
Alleluia reminds us that sometimes the deepest praise is quiet, reflective, and born
from sorrow.

Throughout this concert, our goal is not only to present beautiful music but to
create a space where you might feel more connected—to the ground beneath you,
to the people around you, and to something larger than us all. In this moment, we
hope that choral music becomes more than harmony; we hope it becomes a gesture
of healing, a practice of attention, and an expression of joy.

— MCS
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Harmony of Connections

Barber's Reincarnations and American Composers

I. Connections to Earth

Earth Seen From Above Meredith Monk (1987)
The Old Ground Forrest Pierce (2003)
Shenandoah arr. James Erb (1926-2014)

II. Connections to One Another
The Darkness Around Us Pierce (2022)

Reincarnations Samuel Barber (1910-1981)

1. Mary Hynes
2. Anthony O'Daly
3. The Coolin

—intermission—

Ill. Connections to the Shared Human Experience

The Bell and the Blackbird Pierce (2021)
A Good Tree Anthony J. Maglione (2025)
Alleluia Randall Thompson (1899-1984)
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Texts

The Old Ground

It’s the old ground trying it again.
Solstice, seeding and birth — it never
gets enough. It wants the birth of a man
to bring together sky and earth, like a stalk
of corn. It’s not death that makes the dead
rise out of the ground, but something alive
straining up, rooted in darkness, like a vine.
That’s what you heard. If you’re in the right mind
when it happens, it can come on you strong;
you might hear music passing on the wind,
or see a light where there wasn’t one before.

—Wendell Berry
The Darkness Around Us

If you don't know the kind of person I am
and I don't know the kind of person you are
a pattern that others made may prevail in the world
and following the wrong god home we may miss our star.

For there is many a small betrayal in the mind,
a shrug that lets the fragile sequence break
sending with shouts the horrible errors of childhood
storming out to play through the broken dike.

And as elephants parade holding each elephant's tail,
but if one wanders the circus won't find the park,
I call it cruel and maybe the root of all cruelty
to know what occurs but not recognize the fact.

And so I appeal to a voice, to something shadowy,
a remote important region in all who talk:
though we could fool each other, we should consider—
lest the parade of our mutual life get lost in the dark.

For it is important that awake people be awake,
or a breaking line may discourage them back to sleep;
the signals we give — yes or no, or maybe —
should be clear: the darkness around us is deep.

—William Stafford
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Reincarnations
1. Mary Hynes

She is the sky of the sun!
She is the dart of love!
She is the love of my heart!
She is a rune!

She is above the women
of the race of Eve,
as the sun is above the moon!

Lovely and airy
the view from the hill
that looks down from Ballylea!
But no good sight is good,
until you see
the blossom of branches
walking towards you, airily.

2. Anthony O’Daly

Anthony!
Since your limbs were laid out
the stars do not shine!
The fish leap not out
in the waves!
On our meadows the dew
does not fall in the morn,
for O Daly is dead!

Not a flow'r can be born!
Not a word can be said!
Not a tree have a leaf!
On our meadows the dew
does not fall in the morn,
for O Daly is dead!
Anthony!

After you
there is nothing to do!
There is nothing but grief!

te-deum.org
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3. The Coolin

Come with me, under my coat,
and we will drink our fill

of the milk of the white goat,
or wine if it be thy will.

And we will talk,
until talk is a trouble, too,
out on the side of the hill;
And nothing is left to do,
but an eye to look into an eye,
and a hand in a hand to slip;
and a sigh to answer a sigh;
And a lip to find out a lip!

What if the night be black!
And the air
on the mountain chill!
Where all but the fern is still!

Stay with me, under my coat!
and we will drink our fill
of the milk of the white goat,
out on the side of the hill!

—James Stephens (after the Irish of Raftery)

The Bell and the Blackbird

The sound
of a bell
still reverberating.

or a blackbird
calling

from a corner
of the
field.

Asking you
to wake
into this life
or inviting you
deeper

to one that waits.
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Either way
takes courage,
either way wants you
to be nothing
but that self that
is no self at all,
wants you to walk
to the place
where you find
you already know
how to give
every last thing
away.

The approach
that is also
the meeting

itself,
without any
meeting
at all.

That radiance
you have always
carried with you

as you walk
both alone
and completely
accompanied
in friendship
by every corner
of the world
crying
Allelujah.

—David Whyte

te-deum.org
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A Good Tree

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

You have made us for Yourself, O Lord,
and our heart is restless until it rests in You.

The shroud that covers me is a shroud of dust and death;
I hate it, yet hug it in love.
My debts are large, my failures great, my shame secret and heavy;
yet when I come to ask for my good,
I quake in fear lest my prayer be granted.

Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man, that thou art mindful of him?

And the son of man, that thou visitest him?”

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

You have made us for Yourself, O Lord.
—Matthew 7: 16-20 (KJV)
— St. Augustine’s “Confessions” (Book 1)

— Rabindranath Tagore's "Gitanjali"
— Psalm 8:3-4 (KJV)
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Soprano Alto Tenor Bass

Mackenzie Beeton Zachary Cope Tom Assel Ryan Layton
Lucy Conklin Tara Curtis Christopher Fuelling ~ Benny Martinson
Paige Flenniken Connor Davis Andrew Flanagin Josh Markley
Rupal Gupta Annie Kuzma Tim Gorski Evan Nelson
Sarah Powers Ann Marzette Jeff Jasperson Asher Tillman
Jenny Smith Julia Sharp Colin Riley Ben Wheeler

Meet Te Deum!

Scan this QR code to read about the singers
you've enjoyed this evening.

Dr. Matthew Christopher Shepard has forged a unique and dynamic career that
spans concert halls, academic institutions, and faith communities. As a professional
conductor of both orchestras and choirs, he has become a sought-after musical
leader, known for his intellectual curiosity, fearless programming, and magnetic
leadership. His career also includes guest conducting and lecturing in musicology
and church music in both collegiate and secondary school settings, as well as leading
worship services in Christian and Jewish communities.

Dr. Shepard is the founder and conductor of Te Deum, recognized as one of the
premier choral ensembles in the Midwest. He is a passionate advocate for new

choral music, having premiered dozens of pieces by both emerging and established
composers. His expertise in early music has garnered national attention, and his work
has been featured twice in Early Music America. He frequently presents lectures on
historical chant performance, music history, and Renaissance performance practice.
With Te Deum, he has delivered period performances of monumental Baroque works,
including Buxtehude's Membra Jesu Nostri, J.S. Bach's St. John Passion, and Bach’s
B-Minor Mass.

As an orchestral conductor, Dr. Shepard recently served as the Interim Director of
Orchestras at lllinois State University and has led notable ensembles such as The
Philharmonia of Greater Kansas City, the Kansas City Civic Orchestra, and the Kansas
City Baroque. He has previously served as orchestra director at Benedictine College
and conductor of the University of lllinois Philharmonia Orchestra.

Dr. Shepard’s musical journey began in woodwinds and voice. He holds an
undergraduate degree from William Jewell College, two master's degrees in both
choral and orchestral conducting from the University of Missouri-Kansas City
Conservatory of Music and Dance, and a doctorate from the University of lllinois,
where he held teaching assistantships for both choral and orchestral ensembles. His
additional conducting studies include fellowships at the Conductors Institute at Bard
College Conservatory under Maestro Leon Botstein and the Oregon Bach Festival
Composers Institute.
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Staff

Matthew Christopher Shepard
EXECUTIVE AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Shannon Solis
OPERATIONS MANAGER

Roslinde Rivera
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST

Board of Directors

Jessica Best, chair

Kirk Isenhour, vice chair

Brogan Sullivan, treasurer

David Fulk, secretary

Ryan Layton, singer representative
Don Dagenais

Charlotte Thuenemann

Te Deum Inc.

3501 Campbell St.
Kansas City, MO 64109

www.te-deum.org

Te Deum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent
of the law.
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Advisory Board

Barbara Foster, advisory board chair
Wayne Alexander
Doug Anning
Tom Assel

Brook Bailey

Jim Borthwick
John Braum

Bill Cannon
Sharon Cheers
Alice Eidson
Brian Ellison

Dr. Arnold Epley
Robin Foster
Judy Frame
Karen Garrett
Harvey Grossman
Patty Grossman
Josepha Haden Chomposy
Kevin Hennessy
Kim Higgins

Ted Higgins
Barbara Jaekel
David Kinerk
Robert Koenig
Stacey Koenig
Nanette Kraus
Jan Kraybill

Mark McDowell
Patricia Miller
Cathy Nigro
Stefan Offenbach
Donna Patton
Natasha Ria El-Scari
Janet Rose

John Schaefer
Lisa Schellhorn
Brian Stewart

Dr. MJ Stockton
Lara Sullivan

Bob Walsh
Eugene Wilson



A ™
Thank you

to our 17th season donors, whose
financial commitment allows us
to continue bringing musically
inspired, spiritually stirring music
to Kansas City.

To join this growing list of
generous supporters, visit
www.te-deum.org/donate.

@te-deum

s

The following list represents
contributions from July 1, 2024-
February 10, 2025

$15,000 +
Roderick J & Jo Anne Cyr Foundation
Missouri Arts Council

$5,000 +

M. Wayne Alexander & John W. Braum
Don & Pat Dagenais

Kirk Isenhour & Doug Anning

$2,500 +

Muriel McBrien Kauffman
Family Foundation

Miller-Mellor Association

Priscilla Wilson

Mark & Jeanne Shepard

The Richard J. Stern Foundation
for the Arts

$1,000 +

Robert & Ruth Abbott

Elaine Adams

Sally Barhydt, in memory of
Peter Karsten

Sarah & Jon Baum

Jessica Best & Brian Stewart

Dr. Akin & Ayca Cil

Alice & Al Eidson

Barbara & Robin Foster

Judy Frame & Mark Basso

Rick & Ellen Goheen

Nicholas Good

Dr. Harvey & Patricia Grossman

Brian Weith & Michele Hamlett-Weith

Kim & Ted Higgins

Anne Marie Kinerk

Brian & Nanette Kraus

Patricia Miller

Neighborhood Tourism Development
Fund

Ron & Donna Patton

Carrie & Scott Sanders

Lisa & Charles Schellhorn

Shalon Fund

Anonymous, in memory of
Carol Ann Stockton
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Brogan & Lara Sullivan
Martha Lee Cain Tranby
Music Enrichment Fund
Dr. & Mrs. James A. Wells,
in memory of Elberta Sutton
Julie & Tom Wheeler
Eugene Wilson, in memory of
Mary Ann Wilson

$500 +

Brook Bailey

Dr. Robert & Sandra Coleman
Steven Corey

Carol Dale

Carolyn & David Fulk

Karen Garrett & Kevin Hennessy
K & L Gates

Kurt & Linn Gretzinger

Drs. Rupal & Tanuj Gupta

Jill Hall

Richard Hamilton

Barbara Jaekel & Bob Walsh
Lynn & Homer Jennings
Sylvia Lautzenheiser

Kenneth Goertz & Sallie Page-Goertz

Colin Riley

Charles Robinson

David Roustio

Vera Seeley

Matthew & Sora Shepard
Carolyn Smith

Linda Stevens

Julia Trotter

Brian Unger & Dr. Judith Coe

$250 +

AstraZeneca

Jim & Sharon Borthwick

Luanne Freeman

Hon. Jon Gray & Dr. Valerie Chow
Julie Jasperson

Steven Kidwell

Blythe Launder

Mary Lehoczky

Jim & Julie Lewis
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David Lillard

Benjamin Martinson

J Mark McDowell

JoZach Miller & Peter Bali

Helen Ravenhill

Colin Riley

Dr. Charles A. Schultz, in memory of
Dr. Patricia Bowers Schultz

Lynnette Siegel

Brendan Smith, in memory of
Paul Orwick

Charlotte Thuenemann

Robert Trapp, in memory of
Tom Rinehart

up to $249

Lona J. Abildgaard

Joan Adam

Chester Alwes

Anonymous

Mary Carey

Colin Chambers

Franklin Coleman, in memory of
Leona Schaefer

Katherine Crawford

Marilyn Curtis

David Curtis

Victoria Kaufman & David Bluford

Patricia L. Dennis

Jean M Drumm

Darla Ewans

Kate Favrow

William Fossati

Michael & Dorie Fragale

Lawrence Hamel

George Helmkamp

Stephanie Henry

Mary Kinerk

Mary Kowalski, in memory of
Gary Tegtemeir

Allan & Jan Kraybill

Kevin Mackey

Karen Maguire

Ann McCray



Tim O'Brien Kathryn Sherrick

Texanna Ollenberger Baylee Sidden

Floyd Pentlin Charles & Abigail Singleton
Cheryl Poole Cameron Smith

Dale Ramsey Nancy & Mike Thiessen

David Reid Jim & Barbara Thornton

Laine Riley Lisa Veglahn

Leighanne Ruby Donna Ziegenhorn

John Schaefer Robert & Annette Zimmerman

Don W. Shanks

NTDF

NEGEEQRAEN 106051
DEYELOPMENT Foml

EhNEAS
cITY
Gis
Missouri Arts Council
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Celebrale Te Deuin's arlisity and the
rransformative power of choral music at L.umine,
the ensemble’'s signarture fundraising event.

. ' Friday, August 22nd, 2025 -
- s . 2
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art
Don Daggnais, Event Chair 3
"
Thank you 1o : MAJOR SPONSORS: v - Carrie & Scott Sanders
ouwr 2025 le]i‘ne Alice & Al Eidson Lisa & Charles Sch.ellhorn
5 Jill Shackelford Hall Brogan & Lara Sullivan
SDO/I’]SO’FS. Kim & Ted Higgins y
JoZach Miller & Peter Bali PATRON SPONSORS: '
HEADLINE SPONSORS: ‘ H Robert & Ruth Abbott -
Kirk Isenhqur & Doug Anning BENEFACTOR SPONSORS: Anonymous, in memory of Carol Lynn Stockton
Dr. Ron & Donna Patton Sally Barhydt Karsten Kurt & Linn Gretzinger
.. Jessica Best & Brian Stewart Mary & John Lehoczky
*  PRESENTING SPONSORS: Dr. Akin & Ms. Ayca Cil Dr. Charles A. Schultz
Don & Pat Dagenais Dr. Harvey & Patricia Grossman Brian Weith & Michele Hamlett-Weith
Priscilla Wilson Patricia Miller - Eugene Wilson, in memory Mary Ann Wilson
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